Did you know that Meeker was the first—and for
twenty years—the only incorporated town in all of
Northwestern Colorado?

Meeker was once the hub, the business and the banking
center, of the vast territory of Northwest Colorado. Today,
Meeker is the county seat of Rio Blanco County and is a
stable agricultural community producing cattle, sheep,
small grains, and hay with an additional industry of coal,
lumber, oil, and natural gas. The Piceance Basin, located
40 miles southwest of Meeker, is estimated to contain
1.3 trillion barrels of oil equivalent.

Join us for our signature events:
* September: Meeker Classic Sheepdog Championship
* 4th of July: Range Call Celebration and

Meeker Massacre Re-Enactment

Trip Planning:

* www.meekerchamber.com

* www.townofmeeker.org

* www.meekersheepdog.com

* www.meekercolorado.com/whiterivermuseum

* Northwest Colorado Cultural Heritage Tourism —
www.nwcoloradoheritagetravel.org

Directions:
From Denver take I-70 to the Rifle exit and proceed north on Route 13
to Meeker (38 miles).
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Did you know that the Ute Indians called today’s
White River the Smoking Earth River for the clouds
of mist rising from the water on cool mornings?

For the Utes, this country was a great living land with an
abundance of deer, bear, elk, buffalo, and antelope. Here,
they raised their prized racing ponies amidst a green valley
on the banks of the White River. Later, this pastoral setting
would be forever changed as miners and settlers arrived
in covered wagons, on horseback, and on foot. Drawn by
news of mineral wealth and the promise of the Homestead
Act, they trekked the trails to the Colorado mountains.

The Ute Indians, who considered the whole of Colorado
their home for generations, resented their diminishing
hunting ground and the white men resented and distrusted
the Indian. The fateful events resulting from this conflict
can be retraced, viewed, and relived in Meeker today.

Visit the White River Museum to learn about the Meeker
Massacre and the Battle at Milk Creek.

NORTHWEST COLORADO CULTURAL HERITAGE

B



Bottom photo: courtesy Rio Blanco Herald Times

Did you know that Teddy Roosevelt hunted near Meeker Did you know that Meeker is close to a wilderness area
and stayed at the Meeker Hotel? and a national forest?
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